Years 10 & 11 - The Core Curriculum
BUTC
GCSE English Language and English Literature
The English Language and English Literature GCSE courses enable students of all
abilities to develop the communication skills necessary for success in higher
education and / or future employment. Students will improve their spoken and written
Standard English communications skills, becoming increasingly competent at
analysing a broad range of texts critically. The courses enable students to read
fiction, non-fiction and literary texts, from the 19th, 20th and 21st century. The texts
studied not only increase the students’ awareness of our literary heritage, but also
increase their cultural, social, historical and personal awareness, together with
developing critical thinking skills. Students will develop their ability to write clearly,
coherently and accurately, using a wide range of writing styles and vocabulary.
All of the skills developed whilst studying for GCSE English Language and GCSE
English Literature are invaluable skills for all careers.
Students in Years 10 and 11 follow the Edexcel exam board specification for English
Language and English Literature GCSEs. A summary of the specifications can be
found below.
Subject:

GCSE English Language

Component 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing
Students will study selections from a range of prose fiction and develop skills to analyse and evaluate
19th-century fiction extracts. They will also develop and extend their imaginative writing skills in order
to engage the reader, and will need to use vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately.

Paper 1 - (1¾ hours) worth 40% of the total English Language qualification.
Section A
Section B

Reading - questions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract.
Writing - imaginative writing task.

Component 2: Non-Fiction and Transactional Writing
Pupils will study a range of 20th- and 21st-century non-fiction texts, including literary non-fiction, and
develop skills to analyse, evaluate and compare non-fiction extracts. They will also develop
transactional writing skills for a variety of forms, purposes and audiences and will need to use
vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately.

Paper 2 - (2 hours) worth 60% of the total English Language qualification.
Section A

Reading - questions on two thematically linked, unseen
non-fiction extracts.

Section B

Writing - transactional writing task.
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Assessment of Spoken Language
The preparation and assessment of a spoken language presentation is a compulsory
requirement of the course of study. It will appear on all students’ certificates as a
separately reported grade, alongside the overall grade issued.
Subject:

GCSE English Literature

Component 1: Shakespeare and Post -1914 Literature
Students will study a Shakespeare play (Macbeth) and a post-1914 British play or novel (An
Inspector Calls) and develop skills to analyse how the language, form, structure and context of texts
can create meanings and effects. They will also develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed
personal response.

Paper 1 (1¾ hours) - will assess 50% of the total English Literature qualification.
This is a closed book examination (texts are not allowed in the examination).

Section A

Shakespeare (Macbeth)
- a two-part question, with the first task focused on an
extract of approximately 30 lines. The second task is
focused on how a theme reflected in the extract is
explored elsewhere in the play.

Section B

Play or Novel (An Inspector Calls)
– essay style writing task [includes up to 8 marks for
vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar].

Component 2: 19th-Century Novel and Poetry since 1789

Pupils will study a 19th-century novel (The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde) and a collection
of 15 poems from the Conflict section of the Pearson Poetry Anthology and develop skills to
analyse how the language, form, structure and context of texts can create meanings and effects. They
will also develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response, as well as develop
their comparison skills.

Paper 2 (2¼ hours) will assess 50% of the total English Literature qualification.
This is a closed book examination (texts are not allowed in the examination).

Section A

19th-Century Novel (Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde)
- a two-part question, with the first task focused on an
extract of approximately 400 words. The second task is an
essay question exploring the whole text.

Section B

Poetry Anthology (Pearson Poetry Anthology - Conflict)
- Part 1 - one question comparing a named poem from the
anthology to another poem from the collection. The
named poem will be shown on the question paper.
- Part 2 - one question comparing two unseen
contemporary poems.

